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1. Scope of tariff 
 

This tariff applies to performances of copyright music within PRS for 
Music’s* repertoire* in theatrical presentations. 

 
 

2. Conditions 
 

This tariff is subject to PRS for Music’s General Conditions 
Applicable to Tariffs and Licences, available on request from PRS 
for Music. 
 
Unless PRS for Music agrees otherwise, no annual licence under this 
tariff will be deemed to cover, and no permit will be issued in 
respect of, the performance of interpolated music* unless the 
licensee or applicant has, at least 30 days before the date of the 
proposed first performance thereof, given notice to PRS for Music of 
the full details of: 
 the work or works to be performed,  
 the manner and duration of performance,  
 the name of the production in which they are to be performed, and  
 the dates and venue of the proposed performances,  
and PRS for Music has thereafter notified the licensee or applicant 

that it is empowered to license the performance of those works 
in the manner proposed. 

 
If PRS for Music terminates this tariff it will give at least 6 months’ 
notice in writing of its intention to The Society of London Theatre 
(SOLT) and the Theatrical Management Association (TMA). 
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3. Royalty rates 
 
Where the music user has applied for and obtained PRS for Music’s 
licence before musical performances commence, the standard royalty 
rate will be charged and payable for the first year of the licence. 
 
Where the music user has not applied for and obtained PRS for Music’s 
licence before musical performances commence, the higher (standard 
plus 50%) royalty rate will be charged and payable for the first year of 
the licence. 
 
After the first year of the licence, in either case, the standard royalty 
rate will be charged and payable. 
 
The following rates of charge apply to all royalties falling due from 
1st January 2012. 
 
 

   
Higher 
royalty 

  
Standard 
royalty 

     
3.1 Overture, entr’acte & exit music 

only 
   

     
3.1.1 For permanent repertory theatres*    
     
 the annual royalty is ........................... £195.89 

(£184.80) 
 £130.59 

(£123.20) 
     
3.1.2 For provincial and London suburban 

theatres 
   

     
 up to 1,000 seats the annual royalty is .. £352.59 

(£332.63) 
 £235.06 

(£221.75) 
     
 over 1,000 seats the annual royalty is ... £496.19 

(£468.11) 
 £330.79 

(£312.07) 
     
3.1.3 For London West End theatres    
     
 up to 1,000 seats the annual royalty is .. £391.74 

(£369.57) 
 £261.16 

(£246.38) 
     
 1,001 to 1,500 seats the annual 

royalty is ...........................................
 

£652.85 
(£615.89) 

  
£435.23 

(£410.59) 
     
 Over 1,500 seats the annual royalty is ... £783.51 

(£739.16) 
 £522.34 

(£492.77) 
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Higher 
royalty 

  
Standard 
Royalty 

     
 
3.2 

 
‘incidental’ or ‘curtain’ music  
to stage plays*, with or without 
overture, entr’acte and exit music. 

   

     
 

3.2.1 

 
 

For permanent repertory theatres 

   

     
 the weekly royalty is ........................... £12.47 

(£11.76) 
£8.31 

(£7.84) 
 

3.2.2 

 
 

For provincial and London suburban 
theatres 

   

     
 up to 1,000 seats the weekly royalty is ... £14.36 

(£13.55) 
£9.57 

(£9.03) 
    
 over 1,000 seats the weekly royalty is ... £20.90 

(£19.71) 
£13.93 

(£13.14) 
     
 

3.2.3 

 
 

For London West End theatres 

   

     
 up to 1,000 seats the weekly royalty is .. £16.31 

(£15.38) 
£10.87 

(£10.25) 
    
 1,001 to 1,500 seats the weekly 

royalty is ...........................................
 

£26.76 
(£25.25) 

 
£17.84 

(£16.83) 
    
 over 1,500 seats the weekly royalty is ... £32.75 

(£30.89) 
£21.83 

(£20.59) 
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Higher 
royalty 

  
Standard 
royalty 

     
3.3 Interpolated music    
     
3.3.1 Where the duration of music controlled 

by PRS for Music* occupies more 
than 30% of the total running time, 
excluding interval(s), of the theatrical 
production, the royalty will be as 
follows: 

   

     
 70% or more ...................................... 9% of 

net box 
office 

receipts* 

 6% of 
net box 
office 

receipts 
     
 provided that this royalty will be 

reduced to 7.5% or 5% of net box 
office receipts respectively until 
recoupment of production costs or 
until 26 weeks from the licensee’s first 
paid performance of that production, 
whichever is the sooner. 

   

     
 65% or more but less than 70% ............ 7.5% of 

net box 
office 

receipts 

 5% of 
net box 
office 

receipts 
     
 60% or more but less than 65% ............ 6.75% of 

net box 
office 

receipts 

 4.5% of 
net box 
office 

receipts 
     
 55% or more but less than 60% ............ 6% of 

net box 
office 

receipts 

 4% of 
net box 
office 

receipts 
     
 50% or more but less than 55% ............ 4.5% of 

net box 
office 

receipts 

 3% of 
net box 
office 

receipts 
     
 45% or more but less than 50% ............ 3.75% of 

net box 
office 

receipts 

 2.5% of 
net box 
office 

receipts 
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Higher 
royalty 

  
Standard 
royalty 

     
 40% or more but less than 45% ............ 3% of 

net box 
office 

receipts 

 2% of 
net box 
office 

receipts 
     
 35% or more but less than 40% ............ 2.25% of 

net box 
office 

receipts 

 1.5% of 
net box 
office 

receipts 
     
 30% or more but less than 35% ............ 1.5% of 

net box 
office 

receipts 
 

 1% of 
net box 
office 

receipts 
 

 
provided that where for the purposes of a theatrical production, PRS for 
Music has declined to license the performing right in any music controlled 
by PRS for Music in favour of the writer or the publisher of such music, the 
royalty payable under paragraph 3.3.1 shall be reduced by the proportion 
which the duration of music controlled by PRS for Music the performing 
right in which PRS for Music has declined to license bears to the duration of 
music controlled by PRS for Music. 

 
     
3.3.2 Where the duration of music controlled 

by PRS for Music occupies less than 
30% of the total running time, 
excluding interval(s), of a theatrical 
production, the basic royalty per 
performance is: 

   

     
 2 minutes or less ................................. £1.980 

(£1.868) 
£1.320 

(£1.245) 
    
 more than 2 minutes but 

not more than 4 minutes ......................
 

£3.930 
(£3.705) 

 
£2.620 

(£2.470) 
    
 more than 4 minutes but 

not more than 8 minutes ......................
 

£7.830 
(£7.388) 

 
£5.220 

(£4.925) 
    
 more than 8 minutes but 

not more than 12 minutes ....................
 

£15.668 
(£14.783) 

 
£10.445 
(£9.855) 

    
 more than 12 minutes but 

not more than 16 minutes ....................
 

£23.528 
(£22.193) 

 
£15.685 

(£14.795) 
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Higher 
Royalty 

  
Standard 
royalty 

    
 more  than 16 minutes but 

not more than 20 minutes ......................
 

£31.350 
(£29.573) 

 
£20.900 

(£19.715) 
    
 more than 20 minutes but 

not more than 24 minutes ......................
 

£44.288 
(£41.783) 

 
£29.525 

(£27.855) 
    
 more than 24 minutes but 

not more than 28 minutes ......................
 

£57.458 
(£54.203) 

 
£38.305 

(£36.135) 
    
 more than 28 minutes but 

not more than 32 minutes ......................
 

£70.523 
(£66.533) 

 
£47.015 

(£44.355) 
    
 more than 32 minutes but 

not more than 36 minutes ......................
 

£83.528 
(£78.803) 

 
£55.685 

(£52.535) 
    
 more than 36 minutes but 

not more than 40 minutes ......................
 

£99.255 
(£93.638) 

 
£66.170 

(£62.425) 
    
 more than 40 minutes but 

not more than 44 minutes ......................
 

£114.908 
(£108.405) 

 
£76.605 

(£72.270) 
    
 more than 44 minutes but 

not more than 48 minutes ......................
 

£135.818 
(£128.130) 

 
£90.545 

(£85.420) 
    
 more than 48 minutes but 

not more than 52 minutes ......................
 

£156.698 
(£147.825) 

 
£104.465 
(£98.550) 

    
 more than 52 minutes but 

not more than 56 minutes ......................
 

£177.563 
(£167.513) 

 
£118.375 

(£111.675) 
    
 more than 56 minutes ............................ £198.510 

(£187.275) 
£132.340 

(£124.850) 
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 The basic royalty set out in 3.3.2 above will be applied as follows: 

 
For London West End theatres 
 
 having 1,000 seats or less the basic royalty will apply. 
 
 having more than 1,000 seats but not more than 1,500, the 

basic royalty will be increased by 662/3%. 
 
 having more than 1,500 seats, the basic royalty will be increased by 100%. 
 
For theatres (other than London West End theatres) 
 
 having 1,000 seats or less, the basic royalty will be decreased by 12%. 
 
 having more than 1,000 seats, the basic royalty will be increased by 25%. 
 
 
 

4. Value Added Tax 
 
 Every licensee under PRS for Music’s tariffs will pay to PRS for Music in 

addition to the royalty due, a sum in respect of Value Added Tax 
calculated at the relevant rate on the royalty payable. 

 
 
 

5. Inflation adjustment 
 
Every year on 1st January, the monetary sums in this tariff will be 
adjusted for inflation.   The adjustment formula will apply to the 
standard rates the percentages (to the nearest whole percentage point) 
by which the Retail Prices Index changed in the year to the previous 
September. 
 
September is the latest month prior to the anniversary date for which 
figures are likely to be published for this index. 
 
After application of the percentage adjustment the standard royalty rates 
will be rounded to the nearest half-penny except in the case of a weekly or 
annual rate when they will be rounded to the nearest penny. 
 
All royalties will be charged at the royalty rate in force at the beginning of 
the licence-year. 
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6. Definitions 
 

• net box office receipts means all monies paid or due in respect of 
admission charges in connection with any entertainment to which 
Tariff ‘T’ applies, less: refunds; ticket agency, party booking, Theatre 
Token, credit card, and other similar discounts; ticket booking fees; 
Value Added Tax or similar government imposed tax, if any. 

 
• incidental or curtain music to stage plays means music heard by 

the theatre audience as an accompaniment to the play but which is 
not performed by or intended to be audible to any of the characters 
in the play. 

 
• interpolated music means music not specially written for a 

theatrical production (and excluding overture, entr’acte, exit, 
"incidental" and "curtain" music) and which is performed by or 
intended to be audible to a character or characters in that theatrical 
production. 

 
 music controlled by PRS for Music means, in relation to a 

theatrical production, any interpolated music the right of public 
performance in which is in PRS for Music’s repertoire and, except as 
provided for in section 3.3.1, includes any work the performing right 
in which PRS for Music has declined to license in favour of the writer 
or publisher of the work for the purposes of that production. 

 
• permanent repertory theatre means a theatre having a 

permanent company and having a change of programme at least 
once a month, with the exception of the customary weeks for 
Christmas pantomime, and includes small club theatres operating as 
permanent repertory theatres. 

 
• PRS for Music is the trading name of the Performing Right Society 

Limited. 
 
• PRS for Music’s repertoire means all and any musical works 

(including any words associated therewith), the right of public 
performance in which is controlled by PRS for Music or by any of the 
societies in other countries with which PRS for Music is affiliated. 

 
 
 

2012.01 edition 


