
M
C

P
S

 i
n

S
c

o
tl

a
n

d
AN INTRODUCTION TO 
MCPS IN SCOTLAND

It may come as a surprise, but people like their creativity
to be rewarded and we're here to make sure that happens.
Read on to find out why anyone who makes or uses music
needs to know about MCPS.

What is MCPS? - (Mechanical-Copyright Protection Society Ltd)
MCPS is owned by the Music Publisher's Association (MPA). We currently have over 17,000 members, including
over 12,900 writer/ composers and 4,800 publishers. Together with PRS, we have a database of some 2.5 million
of our members' copyright works, and also our own database which includes details of 200,000 composers,
writers, performers and record companies, almost 2 million recordings, 4,000 products and 23,000 labels.

What does MCPS do?
Acting on behalf of our members, MCPS negotiates agreements with those who wish to record music,
ensuring that the copyright owners are paid royalties for the use of their compositions. These are known as
'mechanical royalties' (or 'mechanicals' for short) and they are a bona fide income and often a livelihood for
composers and writers. MCPS does not exist to make a profit from this exchange. Any operating profit
realised is either distributed to our members or used to improve our systems to provide a better service.

Why do I need a licence?
As soon as an original piece of music is written or recorded, copyright protection begins. Among other
things, this means that the writer (or their publisher if they have one) has the right to determine who can
make recordings of their work, and under what terms. The following acts therefore require prior permission
from the copyright owner:

To copy the work
To issue copies of the work to the public
To perform, show, or play the work in public
To broadcast the work or include it in a cable programme service
To make an adaptation of the work or do any of the above in relation to an adaptation.

Through the issuing of different licences, we simultaneously approve the required use of musical works and claim
mechanical royalties for our member. Users of works originate from all areas of media related industries:

Record companies
Video companies
Production Companies
Advertising Companies
Broadcasters
Novelty Gift Companies

MCPS in Scotland
Born and raised in Glasgow, Duncan McCrone took up a post with MCPS in Scotland
in 1989. Since then, he has travelled all over Scotland meeting record companies,
pressing plants, studios, TV producers, and other music users, as well as MCPS
member publishers and composers. Due to increased activities in the scene, MCPS
opened a Scottish office in 1996 in Glasgow City Centre. The office also houses the
Scottish HQ of the Musicians' Union and is fast becoming a music business 'centre of
excellence', acting like a one-stop shop for the main industry organisations. As a result,
Duncan is in regular contact with people from Shetland to the Borders and has
become very well known in the industry.

scotland pdf.qxd  24/02/2005  14:36  Page 1






